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I e 12 GHz DBS is transmitting from 101° W I
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* Inexpensive and easy implementation
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I e RCA Modei DRD203RW Advanced DBS I
| receiver system |
I - Antenna, LNA, Receiver = $900 i
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I - RS232 cabie from receiver to PC = $i0 = :
1 + PC-an older model (286 or 386) is good I
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I * Personal subscription I
I  $29.95 per month I
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I ¢ Commercial subscription |
I ¢ $59.55 per month i
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224 15 91 Disney
206 2 90 ESPN
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225 8 0 Discovery
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From: Wolf_Vogel @ mail.utexas.edu (Wolfhard J Vogel)
Newsgroups: rec.video.satellite.dbs

sun]ect ***Hacker cnallenge"'

Data: 11 Mav 1008 012:47:20 GMT
WA TV maAY 1999 VAR .99 G

Organization: The University of Texas at Austin
Lines: 9
Message-ID: <3ortsb$4r1 @geraldo.cc.utexas.edu>

[« VoL JEey allen A " b B D

NNTF’FW“"Q'HDSI SiP= 19-7.018. uiexas.egu

X-Newsreader: WinVN 0.90.4

The RCA DBS unit has an RS232 port, so it is probably possible
to read the state of the receiver (e.g., the mail messages or

simnal lavall ar éa anantsal tha sonit withaod Sha samada
DIYIIAT ITVSIJ Ui IV LWIIIT VI LITG Wit WIlLTUUL LTTG 1S1HITVLS.

The manual, of course, does not even mention the purpose of
the connector.

Wiii a hacker rise to the chailenge and figure out the protocoi?

If you have the time and the skills - please let me know
the resuit and | will be forever grateful. Thanks.
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TO DBS-Box: |
Command-prefix Byte: 0xFA ; send first |
Wait 15msec i
Command-byte to change channel: 0x46 |
Wait 600msec |
FROM DBS-Box: |
Acknowledged-Command Byte: 0xF0 i
+* Error *** Command-Prefix Not Sent: O0xFB i
TO DBS-Box: |
Channel=0xHHLL |
Channel-Byte HI: OxHH |
Wait 600msec |
Channel-Byte LO: OxLL i
Wait 600msec |
FROM DBS-Box: i
Acknowledged-Parameter Byte: O0xF2 |
Command-Completed-OK Byte: 0xF4 J
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TO DBS-Box:
Command-prefix Byte: 0xFA ;send first
Wait 15msec
Command-byte to get status: 0x03
Wait 1sec
FROM DBS-Box:
Acknowledged-Command Byte: 0xF0
*** Error *** Command-Prefix Not Sent: OxFB

36 Bytes returned by DBS-Box:
1B011,1B02l,..1B13l,..1B361|

| Command-complete-OK byte: 0xF4
| Transponder Number
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CNR has a long time constant l
1 measurement/ 10 s is adequate I
fade measurement margin 10-12 dB

Valuable addition to 20/30 measurements |
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